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Town of Dekorra Comprehensive Plan 
Plan Summary 

THE REASON FOR PLANNING 
Dekorra enjoys a rich agricultural and recreational 
heritage, punctuated by the scenic Wisconsin 
River and rolling hills that define the Town’s 
unique character. The Town’s landscape is 
attractive to an increasing number of residents and 
visitors. Increasing tourism and growth of nearby 
communities will place pressure on Dekorra’s 
character in the near future. Dekorra must 
carefully and creatively plan.  

PURPOSE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
The Town of Dekorra Comprehensive Plan will help the Town preserve its rural character and, at 
the same time, attract high quality commercial, industrial, and residential development to 
planned areas of the Town to help balance its tax base. Carefully planning the location, timing, 
and quality of this new development will both maximize tax base and assure that the features that 
brought residents to the Town in the first place are not destroyed in the process. 
The Comprehensive Plan updates the Town’s 1997 Land Use Plan, and meets all requirements of 
the State’s comprehensive planning law. The Comprehensive Plan was prepared concurrently 
with plans in Lowville and Poynette. Dekorra is located on three sides of the Village, which 
makes coordination critical. To prepare this Plan, public input sessions and workshops were held 
at both local and “regional” levels. Residents wish to preserve the rural character of the Town, 
preserve the scale and character of development along the Wisconsin River, and attract new 
businesses to the Interstate 39/Highway CS interchange and planned areas along Highway 51.  
The resulting Comprehensive Plan document includes ten chapters, covering land use, transpor-
tation, agricultural, natural and cultural resources, utilities and community facilities, housing, 
economic development, intergovernmental cooperation, and implementation.  

PROTECT RURAL COMMUNITY CHARACTER 
“Community Character” is hard to define, but it is the reason why many people choose to live in 
Dekorra. The Town’s rural character is defined by large areas of agricultural land, woodlands, 
and natural areas like the Wisconsin River and the Rocky Run, Hinkson and Rowan Creeks. To 
preserve this rural and natural character, the Plan will help the Town to: 
 Preserve scenic and natural areas, like 

wooded hillsides and steep slopes, from 
development. 

 Sensitively site new housing on the rural 
landscape through siting guidelines. 

 Provide “bonuses” for clustering homes in 
agricultural areas, as an option to 35+ acre 
lots. 

 Protect the character of the Wisconsin River 
waterfront by controlling the scale of new uses. 



GUIDE DEVELOPMENT 

This Comprehensive Plan contains a Planned Land Use map to help the Town decide how to 
guide future land uses. Future development decisions will be based on that map and policies to:  
 Guide a quality mix of business development and promoting business redevelopment in a 

carefully planned area near the I-39/CS Interchange, while providing sewer to that area.  
 Designate a second Commercial/Industrial Mix area along Highway 51 near the Town’s 

north edge. 
 Allow for modest residential development areas. 
 Work with Poynette to arrive at a mutually agreed Village growth area and a cooperative 

economic development strategy.  
 Keep intensive new development away from sensitive environmental areas, such as wetlands, 

floodplains, steep slopes, and productive agricultural land. 

PROMOTE HIGH-QUALITY DEVELOPMENT DESIGN 
As important as where new development goes is 
how it looks and relates to surrounding uses, roads, 
natural areas, and the desired rural character of the 
Town. The Plan recommends: 
 Using siting guidelines for homesites and clus-

ters to preserve existing farmland, vegetation, 
and site features (e.g., fence rows) and mini-
mize the visual impact of rural development. 

 Designing new commercial and industrial de-
velopments with high quality building materi-
als, landscaping, lighting and signage. 

 Making sure that new residential and commer-
cial waterfront development fits with the his-
toric scale of the area. 

 Treating lands along the Interstate and the In-
terchange Area as a critical gateway to the Town.  

IMPLEMENT THE PLAN IN COOPERATION WITH OTHERS 
The Town of Dekorra will have to work on further efforts and with other governments to fully 
achieve its future objectives. Recommendations include: 
 Working with Poynette and Lowville on an intergovernmental boundary/land use agreement. 
 Coordinating with Columbia County on updating the County’s plan and zoning ordinance. 
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